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Simon: ‘Yes’ to lieutenant governor, if asked
NICK JOHNSON
Daily Egyptian
Though she said it would be highly
unlikely, SIUC law professor Sheila Simon
said she would “say yes quickly” if the State
Central Committee of the Democratic
Party asked her to run for Illinois lieutenant governor.
Rumors of Simon’s potential candidacy

have been swirling since Chicago Tribune
blogger Eric Zorn included her in a list
Monday of potential replacements for exnominee Scott Cohen, who dropped off
the Democratic ticket Sunday amid allegations of domestic violence, forcible sex and
steroid abuse.
“(Gov. Pat) Quinn likes to mention Sheila and her father Paul Simon in
speeches,” Zorn wrote.

Simon recently gained statewide recognition for her role in the Reform Commission, a commission that successfully
advocated for campaign finance reform
under Quinn, said John Jackson, a political
scientist and visiting professor at the Paul
Simon Public Policy Institute.
Please see SIMON | 4
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No charges for officer in machete incident
NICK JOHNSON
Daily Egyptian
No charges will be filed against a
Carbondale police officer who shot
a machete-wielding man while investigating a domestic disturbance
last month, Jackson County State’s
Attorney Mike Wepsiec said at a
press conference Thursday.

Carbondale police received a
911 call about a domestic disturbance at 3:09 a.m. Jan. 20 at 1104 N.
Robert A. Stalls Ave., Wepsiec said.
Three officers found an intoxicated
27-year-old Jimmy Ray Nelson, a
twice-convicted felon, holding a
machete and threatening Marissa
Porter-Lilly, 32, who was holding a
2-year-old child, Wepsiec said.

After Nelson denied multiple
requests by officers to drop the machete, shook off pepper spray and
began moving toward Porter-Lilly
and the child, the officer shot Nelson four times: once in the neck,
once in the arm and twice in the
chest, Wepsiec said.
Nelson’s blood alcohol content
level was .252 upon his admittance

to Memorial Hospital of Carbondale, Wepsiec said.
In a statement to Illinois State
Police, the officer said he “feared
Nelson would cause great bodily
harm or death to Ms. Porter-Lilly.”
The three officers involved were
placed on administrative leave with
pay while the State’s Attorney’s office assisted the Illinois State Police

in an investigation, the results of
which were announced at Thursday’s press conference. The names
of all three officers involved have
not been released, in accordance
with Carbondale Police Department policy.
Please see CHARGES | 4

COMMERCIALIZATION: A LOVE STORY

GENNA ORD | DAILY EGYPTIAN

A variety of stuffed animals wait to be purchased
on a Wal-Mart shelf. Other, smaller shops such as A
Petal Patch Florist, located at 217 S. Illinois Ave., say
Valentine’s Day is one of their busiest times of the
year, followed closely by Mother’s Day, said Patch
employee Juanita Kimmel. “I call it hell week,” Kimmel
said with a laugh. “I don’t see anything sweet about

it.” Derek Martin, a sociology professor at SIUC, said
he does not think it is a bad thing to have a holiday
that celebrates love and relationships, but says people
should be good boyfriends or girlfriends year-round,
instead of just one day a year. “If it becomes the endall be-all that this (day) defines a relationship … I
think that’s where Hallmark wins and we lose,” he said.

. For a video on the

commercialization of love,
visit www.siuDE.com.

Poshard confident income taxes will cover fiscal budget
JEFF ENGELHARDT
Daily Egyptian

On-campus wind turbine plans progress

SIU President Glenn Poshard made his
message clear to faculty and students Thursday: “We will never close this university.”
Poshard updated faculty and administrators about the university’s financial situation
during the Board of Trustees meeting Thurs-

day in the Student Center Ballroom B.
With the state about to collect income taxes
in April, Poshard said he is more confident
than he has been in a long time about making
it through the fiscal year.
He said the cuts university deans and ad-

ministrators made have put the university in
the best situation possible, considering the dire
financial situation.
“I think the steps we have taken have been
absolutely prudent and both campuses have
pitched in and done a great job of holding the

line,” Poshard said. “I think we’ve been ahead
of the curve of taking steps necessary to …
keep our doors open.”
Poshard also gave an early look into fiscal
year 2011, saying the university should expect
a significant reduction in state support.
Please see CUTS | 4
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POLICE BLOTTERS

At 11:50 p.m. Sunday, Carbondale
police responded to the 400 block of East
Chestnut Street in reference to a report
of an armed robbery. Officers learned
an unknown suspect approached the
victim, displayed a handgun, took property and ran south after leaving the victim
unharmed, according to a department
report. The suspect was described as
a black male between 45-60 years old,
5 foot, 5 inches tall and weighing 150
pounds with a slender build, round face
and bushy eyebrows. The suspect was
wearing a black stocking cap, black nylon
coat, red T-shirt and blue jeans.

At 6:30 p.m. Monday, a tan or
gold colored Pontiac left the roadway, struck a utility pole, caused damage and drove away, according to a
release from the Carbondale Police
Department. The vehicle sustained
severe front-end damage and is missing part of the front bumper, the report
stated. The vehicle was last seen traveling eastbound near the 400 block of
West Monroe Street and the investigation is ongoing, the report stated.

At 3:06 p.m. Tuesday, Carbondale
police responded to the 600 block of
East Park Street in reference to a report
of an attempted robbery, a department release stated. Two unknown
suspects approached the victim and
one suspect punched, kicked and
attempted to take the victim’s property, officers learned. The victim freed
himself and ran away. Both suspects
were described as black males; the
second suspect was described as
being about 25 years old, 5 feet, 9
inches tall with a medium build and
a tear drop tattoo under his left eye
and wearing a black cloth winter cap.
The victim received minor injuries as a
result of the incident.

At 11:30 a.m. Sunday, Carbondale
police located a non-compliant sex
offender in the 1400 block of East
Walnut Street, a department report
stated. Officers arrested Shaun J. Jones,
20, of Carbondale, for failure to register
as a sex offender, resisting a peace officer and criminal damage to property,
the report stated. Jones is being held
in the Jackson County Jail.

Carbondale police responded
Monday to the 200 block of North
Washington Street in reference to a
report of a burglary, a department report
said. Officers learned between 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 6 and 1:30 p.m. Feb. 8 an unknown
suspect entered the business and stole
property, the report stated.

Anyone with information about
the incident is encouraged to contact
the police department at 457-3200 or
Crime Stoppers at 549-COPS (2677).
Anonymous tips may be submitted.
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Upcoming Calendar Events
Dorthy Morris Scholarship
of $1,500

Guyon Scholarship of
$1,500

C4 Juried Art Exhibition

Annual Shrove Pancake
Supper

· Deadline is March 1
· Available to traditional female of
junior standing and minimum 3.0
GPA
· See the Web site and dowload application at: scholarships.siuc.edu

· March 30 to April 3 in the Surplus
Gallery at the Glove Factory; admission is free
· Submissions: $15 per piece of art,
limit of three pieces
· C4 is hosting a Carbondale student and community art exhibition
where cash prizes are given out!
· Sponsored by the School of Art
and Design, Critical Forum

· Deadline is March 1
· Available to non-traditional
female of junior standing and
minimum 3.0 GPA
· See the Web site and dowload application at: scholarships.siuc.edu

· 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the
Parish Hall, St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church
· $4 for individuals and $10 for
families
· The annual pancake supper is
held the day prior to the beginning
of Lent.
· (618) 529-4316 or (618) 364-7102

Love at the Glove

· 7 to 10 p.m. today in the Surplus
Gallery at the Glove Factory, admission: $5, $3 with a canned good
· Submissions: today noon- 7 p.m.
· Love-themed art show with music
by Small Time London Thug
· Sponsored by L.O.A.D. (League of
Art and Design)

Submit calendar items to the
Daily Egyptian newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before the event.
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A SKATER'S DREAM IN LIMBO

Gavin Wilson, of
Carbondale, a freshman
at John A. Logan
College in Carterville,
participates in a game
of “skate” at the SIU
skate park. “Skate
is just like horse (in
basketball),” said Keith
Murray, of Carbondale,
also a freshman at John
A. Logan College. “The
first person throws out
a trick and the second
person has to match it.”
The SIU skate park has
fallen into disrepair and
many times the gates
are padlocked, forcing
area skaters to travel
to skate parks in towns
such as Carterville,
Murray said.
DAN DWYER
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Grocery store representatives say liquor decision months away
NICK JOHNSON
Daily Egyptian
The City Council is likely months
away from deciding whether to allow
grocery stores to sell liquor, a representative from a local grocery store
said at a press conference Thursday at
Kroger’s Carbondale store.
Francis Murphy, general manager
of Neighborhood Co-op Grocery,
said the city is “likely months away
from a decision,” based on a recent
conversation with city Councilman
Joel Fritzler.
Fritzler said he has submitted proposed liquor code revisions, which

CHARGES
CONTINUED FROM

1

Illinois state law says, “A police
officer is justified in the use of any
force which … he believes to be
necessary to defend himself or another from bodily harm while mak-

CUTS
CONTINUED FROM

1

The university expects to receive
the minimum funding level from the
state required by the federal stimulus
act, Poshard said.
The cut would equal a 7 percent reduction from the current $236 million
the university is scheduled to receive
from the state.
The 2011 fiscal year budget would
come to about $220 million.
To help soften the blow of less state
support, Poshard said the short-term
borrowing legislation could be agreed

SIMON
CONTINUED FROM

1

“We now have caps on (the
amount) someone can contribute to a
campaign,” Jackson said. “We’ve never
had that before. Sheila was an advocate
for that.”
But Zorn wrote, “Sheila Simon’s
experience in elective office is limited
to three years on the City Council in
Carbondale, where she lost a run for
mayor in 2007,” and “though some

include omitting the requirements to
grant licenses to grocery stores, to the
city’s Liquor Advisory Board.
His suggestions will likely be discussed at the board’s March meeting,
Fritzler said.
Current city code requires that
any grocery store requesting a Class
C, or retail, liquor license must construct a separate liquor sales area not
accessible to the grocery area.
Additionally, the cap on available
Class C liquor licenses is set at eight
and there are currently no licenses
available, according to the city code.
Both sections of the code would need
to be changed before grocery stores

¶¶T

his weekend, everyone is planning a romantic dinner.
They would like to buy champagne at the same place
they buy their food.
— Tom Eakins
Carbondale Schnucks general manager

could sell beer and wine.
Kroger’s Carbondale location
plans to put petitions for the city to
allow grocery stores to sell liquor at
the end of every one of its checkout
aisles, company spokesman Tim McGurk said.
Representatives from local grocers Schnucks, Neighborhood Co-op

Grocery and Arnold’s Market were
also present to outline their argument
for allowing grocery stores in Carbondale to sell beer and wine.
Customers have been requesting
local grocers sell beer and wine for
convenience, for pairing with their
food and for special occasions, store
spokespeople said.

ing the arrest,” Wepsiec said.
Under Illinois law, an officer is
also justified in the use of deadly
force “when … he reasonably believes such force is necessary to prevent death or great bodily harm to
himself or to another,” he said.
While no officer wants to use

deadly force under any circumstances, the quick thinking and professional actions of all three officers involved ensured the safety of everyone
involved, Carbondale Police Chief
Jody O’Guinn said in a press release.
“The officers not only eliminated
the threat of serious injury or death

to a woman and her child, but in all
likelihood subsequently saved the life
of the suspect,” he said.
Nelson received a 10-year sentence after he was convicted of armed
robbery in 2002 but was released
early, Wepsiec said. Nelson also plead
guilty to battery in 2009 and received

on in the House as early as next week.
The legislation would allow the university to establish a line of credit and access
it when the state is slow on payments.
Despite the financial struggles,
the board voted to continue plans for
building a wind turbine on the SIUC
campus.
The turbine could save up to 7 percent on the university’s $9 million utility bill, said Phil Gatton, director of the
Physical Plant. The university has collected wind data for the past two years
and has come to the conclusion there is
enough activity for the turbine to be a
feasible source of power, he said.

The turbine would not only save
the university money, but would allow
for multiple academic programs to incorporate turbine technology in their
curriculum, Gatton said.
“There is going to be a lot more of
these turbines popping up around the
state and creating jobs; this would give
students some hands-on experience,”
Gatton said.
Funding for the turbine would
come primarily from grants, with additional funding coming from performance contracts and possibly the
green fee, he said. The board asked
Gatton to get more information on the

¶¶T

o the extent if there’s anything I can do to help … I would
do that, whether it’s running for lieutenant governor,
organizing fundraisers or getting friends out to vote.

blog commenters have mentioned her
as a step-in for (Cohen), I doubt she
passes the ‘ready to step in’ test.”
Zorn also listed state Rep. Art
Turner and state Sen. Jack Franks as

— Sheila Simon
SIUC law professor
possible fill-ins for Cohen.
Simon said she would do whatever she is called to do to help the
Democratic ticket get elected.
“To the extent if there’s anything

¶¶I

think we’ve been ahead
of the curve of taking
steps necessary to …
keep our doors open.
— Glenn Poshard
SIU president

economic and environmental effects
the turbine would have before moving
ahead with the project.
The board also heard presentations
on the enrollment growth in the College of Science and a report stating the
I can do to help … I would do that,
whether it’s running for lieutenant
governor, organizing fundraisers or
getting friends out to vote,” she said.
The 38 members of the State
Central Committee are charged
with replacing a missing candidate,
Jackson said.
Jackson said Simon would be the
ideal fill-in for Cohen, as she would
balance the ticket.
The State Central Committee
is also looking for someone who’s

“This weekend, everyone is planning a romantic dinner. They would
like to buy champagne at the same
place they buy their food,” said Tom
Eakins, general manager of Schnucks
in Carbondale.
Darla Iubelt, store manager for
Kroger in Carbondale, said customers had to finish their Super Bowl
party shopping elsewhere.
“Once again, we had everything
but beer. If it’s important to our customers, it’s important to us,” she said.

Nick Johnson can be reached at
nickj39@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 263.
conviction only, he said.
Upon recovery, Nelson faces
charges of unlawful use of weapons
by a felon and aggravated assault.
Nick Johnson can be reached at

nickj39@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 263.

need to focus on hiring minorities and
women in administrative and tenured
faculty positions.
The meeting came to a close with
Seymour Bryson winning the Lindell
W. Sturgis Memorial Award for his
professional achievements. Bryson is a
Saluki Hall of Famer, former dean, former director of the Office of Diversity
and has served in dozens of leadership
roles in the community and state committees.

Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
jengel@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 254.
compatible with Quinn, and Simon
also meets that requirement, Jackson said.
Simon and her husband, Perry,
are also close friends with the governor, Jackson said.
“I think all that personal chemistry is important when you’re choosing a lieutenant governor,” he said.

Nick Johnson can be reached at
nickj39@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 263.
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

WHAT THE HEALTH IS GOING ON?

Find your personal true love this Valentine’s Day
CHRISTY HAMILTON
Wellness Center
Valentine’s Day can elicit emotions from excited, apprehensive
and nervous to nauseous, angry, depressed or lonely.
In fact, a person may have a few of
these varied emotions all in the same
week. Think of the pre-Valentine’s Day
week of anticipation and expectations
to the after Valentine’s Day disappointment and sometimes resentment.
Sounds pretty complex, doesn’t it?
How many commercials or greeting
cards ever realistically prepare any of
us for all of these potential reactions?
Many people choose to embrace

being single. Perhaps they are recovering from a difficult breakup or have
survived an abusive partner. Many
men and women have realized that
college seems to be less stressful for
them if they postpone looking for or
committing to a partner. I encourage those of you who have made this
“choice” to rejoice and focus on the celebration of loving and caring for yourself. Celebrate your choice for where
you are in your life today and find a
way to pamper and treat yourself.
Perhaps some people aren’t
choosing to be single, but at the present time, a dating partner, potential
romantic interest or committed partner just isn’t their realities. Perhaps a

person is grieving the death of a loved
one. In these examples, this may be a
very challenging time. The barrage
of heart-shaped boxes of chocolate
and overpriced flowers can certainly
bring up nagging feelings of loneliness, sadness, inadequacy or sorrow.
If you can relate these situations, or
you know someone who is having a
difficult time, it is important to know
healthy ways to cope and to “repurpose” this day.
• Think of doing an activity
that you really enjoy but haven’t
had time to do in a really long time.
• Watch a movie, paint, go to
a cultural event, pamper yourself,
read, write poetry, visit somebody,

cook a new recipe, try an instructional DVD (Yoga, dance), get a
massage, visit a nursing home or
animal shelter or do a craft project.
• If you have suffered loss,
spend time with someone who
can help you use the day to focus
on the celebration of your love
and time together.
It is important to remember that
no matter what, people’s relationship statuses do not define them.
Plan time or an activity with another
love in your life. This can include a
friend, family member, pet or higher
power. Focus on the celebration of
love in all its variations. Not all love
is or has to be romantic. If you are in

a relationship, let go of high expectations. Don’t let your fantasy of this
day ruin or dictate your personal
happiness. If your supportive family
or friends are far away and you are
feeling overwhelmed by the loneliness, call one of the many campus
counseling resources that are ready
to help. These include: The Wellness
Center (618-536-4441), Counseling
Center (618-453-5371) or Clinical
Center (618-453-2361).

Hamilton is the Wellness Center
Coordinator of Sexual Health, Relationship Violence & Sexual Assault
Programs and can be reached at
wellness@siu.edu.

Submissions

Notice

Letters and guest columns must be submitted with author’s contact information, preferably via email. Phone numbers are required to verify authorship, but will not be published. Letters are limited
to 300 words and columns to 500 words. Students must include year and major. Faculty must include
rank and department. Others include hometown. Submissions should be sent to voices@siude.com.

The Daily Egyptian is a “designated public forum.” Student editors have the
authority to make all content decisions without censorship or advance approval.
We reserve the right to not publish any letter or guest column.
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Vancouver makes final preparations to welcome the Games
JACK BROOM
McClatchy Tribune
More than six years have passed
since Jacques Rogge, head of the International Olympic Committee,
stepped to a microphone in Prague
to announce the result of a secondballot, 56-53 vote:
The 2010 Winter Olympics, the
committee decided, would go not to
South Korea or Austria, but to the
Vancouver/Whistler area, which a
BBC report explained is “situated in
British Columbia province in Western
Canada.”
Today, no one in the world of sport
needs to be told where Vancouver is.
More than 5,500 athletes and coaches
from 80-plus countries are expected,
along with 10,000 members of the
news media and an estimated 250,000
other visitors.
A worldwide television audience
of 3 billion is expected, with an additional 1.5 billion tracking the Games
online. More than 60,000 will be on
hand when the Olympic Cauldron is
lit in B.C. Place at the Opening Ceremony today.
In preparing for these Games,
backers have weathered challenges
ranging from the global, the worldwide economic meltdown, to the

Vancouver

Population: 578,000
(2006 census); metro area
population is 2.1 million;
eighth largest city and third
largest metropolitan area
in Canada
Size: 44.3 sq. miles
(114.7 sq. km)

Climate: Mild, averaging
37˚F (3˚C) in January and
64˚F (18˚C) in July

highly personal, the October cancer
death of Jack Poole, founding chairman of Vancouver’s Olympics organizing committee (VANOC).
A mountain of work and worry
remains: Can every detail of construction be completed on time? Will
the Games’ transportation system
smoothly move more than 100,000
people each day? How will anticipated
protests color the world’s impressions
of the event? Will nature deliver the
optimal weather not just for alpine
events at Whistler but also at the lower-elevation snowboarding venue of
Cypress Mountain?
As the 20-foot-tall clock in downtown Vancouver ticks away the final
days and minutes before the Games,
John Furlong, VANOC CEO, likens
the mood on his management team to
that of an athlete who, although wellprepared, still feels “a nervous wobble
in your stomach” before competition.
“Everybody is a little bit edgy and a
bit nervous, and that’s good,” Furlong
said in a year-end video statement.
“We feel like we’ve earned the right for
a great result.”
At the venues
The competition sites at Vancouver and Whistler are battle-tested.
Many have hosted top-level events
over the past couple of years, partly to
work out bugs.
But crews are busy putting up
the additional temporary structures
needed for the Olympics, such as
grandstands at the base of ski-race
courses, broadcast booths, “wax cabins” in which skiers prepare their
equipment and more.
Other workers are creating “a
home away from home” for athletes
at Olympic Villages in Vancouver and
Whistler.
VANOC is “preparing for what we
know will go wrong” and working out
contingency plans for the unexpected,
said Dave Cobb, VANOC’s deputy
CEO.
Cobb said all Olympics face struggles in the first few days, as transportation, security and logistical systems
are put into operation. Screening of
vehicles at security checkpoints, for
example, will be slowest during the
first days, when screeners and travelers learn the procedures.

In an Ontario town, a woman carrying the torch toppled to the ground
and a demonstrator was charged with
assault, though one reporter said the
torchbearer may have fallen after
bumping into a police officer responding to the demonstration.
At each site, protesters have been
greatly outnumbered by people celebrating the torch and the Olympic
spirit, a trend VANOC hopes will continue once the Games are under way.
Civil libertarians in Vancouver
have urged law enforcement to use
restraint and let demonstrators have
their say.

MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

Whistler Olympic Park will host several events including ski
jumping, biathlon, cross-country skiing and Nordic combined.
Volunteers step up
Games volunteers, who will number more than 25,000, began arriving
at Vancouver’s Pacific Coliseum to pick
up their credentials in mid-January,
along with their light “Wave Blue” tops
and darker, navy pants.
During the Olympics, volunteers
will perform a vast array of tasks, from
taking tickets and ushering spectators,
to more skilled and specialized services, such as providing medical care
to athletes and visitors or maintaining
competition venues.
An additional 4,500 volunteers will
perform at, or help stage, the elaborate
opening and closing ceremonies at
B.C. Place.
“Volunteers are really the backbone of the Games,” said Allen Vansen,
VANOC’s vice president of workforce
operations.
Vansen’s army of volunteers was
selected from more than 75,000 applicants from 130 countries. Because
these are Canada’s Games and because
nearly all volunteers had to arrange
their own lodging, fewer than 1,000 are
coming from outside Canada.
Traveling flame
The Olympic flame, which was

flown in from Greece, will travel
28,000-miles back and forth across
Canada. The journey started Oct. 30 in
Victoria.
More than just an appetizer for the
Games, the 106-day torch relay itself
is “probably the biggest event ever to
have been staged in Canada,” Furlong
said. By the time it concludes, the flame
— carried on 3-pound torches — will
have come within 100 kilometers (62
miles) of 90 percent of Canada’s population, passing though more than 1,000
communities and points of interest.
Protests expected
Athletic competition and awards
celebrations won’t be the only events
drawing attention in B.C.
Protests, and the law-enforcement
response to them, will be part of the
picture.
“I wouldn’t be honest if I said I
wasn’t concerned at all about it,” Cobb
said. “I know there will be people who
will take advantage of the spotlight,
and we don’t have a problem with it as
long as they do it in a lawful, nondisruptive way.”
Demonstrators protesting Canada’s
treatment of native peoples have disrupted the torch relay several times.

Security costs mounting
No aspect of the Games’ costs has
risen more sharply than the price
of trying to keep them safe. From a
2003 projection of $175 million, security costs have climbed to $900 million
amid concerns the Olympics could be
a target of terrorism. Canada’s military, along with the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police and virtually every
local, provincial and national law-enforcement agency, will be involved.
All told, it will cost billions to stage
these Games, but determining the
overall price depends on who’s counting — and whether the cost of permanent public projects should be considered an Olympic expense.
VANOC has an operating budget
of $1.8 billion Canadian (about $1.75
billion U.S.) and will spend $580 million on venues.
But that doesn’t include expenses
by other agencies, or the complete cost
of facilities created or improved for the
Games.
For example, the VANOC venue
budget accounts for just $63 million
toward the $170 million Richmond
Olympic Oval, built and owned by the
city of Richmond. It will house longtrack speedskating during the Games
and then be a permanent sports-andfitness complex operated by the city.
Other projects costing hundreds of
millions of dollars apiece, such as the
expansion of Vancouver’s convention
center and the extension of SkyTrain
lines in the Vancouver area, are timed
to accommodate the Olympic Games,
but backers say they shouldn’t be considered costs of the Olympics because
they address the area’s long-term needs.
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Gorman had the third highest
batting average for the Salukis last
season as a freshman, hitting at a
.322 clip, and ranked second in hitting among MVC freshmen.
Junior outfielder Chelsea Held,
a preseason all-MVC selection,
said she doesn’t expect the team to
struggle adjusting to the warmer
weather in Miami.
“We have to do it every season,
so this year’s no different than the
last,” Held said. “(We’re) just gonna
get out there and do what we know
how to do.”
Last season, Held was second on
the team with a .356 average, had a
team-high 11 doubles, and tied for
the team lead with five home runs.
The Salukis will get things
kicked off at 9 a.m. today against
North Florida before playing UIC
at 1 p.m. They take on UMass at
11 a.m. Saturday and FIU at 1 p.m.
The team will wrap up the Combat
Classic at 9 a.m. Sunday against
Providence.

Stile T. Smith can be reached at
sts34@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 256.
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The men’s team enjoyed arguably its best performance of the
2010 season last weekend, taking
first place victories in the 60-meter,
400-meter, 800-meter and mile run.
Junior Kandise Thompson led
the women. Her first place finish in
the 200-meter dash with a time of
24.80 seconds set a personal-best.
“It’s going to be a good competition
for us, there is a lot of good competition in all of the events, and it’s a new
location for us to go to, and I think that
in itself is exciting,” Price-Smith said.

Timothy Hehn can be reached at
thehn@siu.edu or
536-3311 ext. 282.

DAN DWYER | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Alicia Garza, a senior second basemen from Lafayette, Ind., takes ground balls Wednesday at Sports Blast. The SIU softball team opens
their 2010 season today against the University of North Florida at the Combat Classic in Miami.

Johnson, Kahne win qualifiers, Waltrip gets help
JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — It
was two close finishes and one
close call for Michael Waltrip —
exactly what NASCAR needed.
Two stirring finishes to a pair
of Thursday qualifying races, Waltrip’s nervous waiting game to see if
he’d get a spot in the Daytona 500,
and the roller-coaster ride of emotions between those who made the
show and those who did not combined to give NASCAR the boost
it’s been so desperately craving.
Jimmie Johnson nipped Kevin
Harvick by .005 seconds in the first

race, then Kasey Kahne edged Tony
Stewart by .014 seconds to set the
stage for what should be an exciting
season-opening Daytona 500.
“I think we put on one heck of
a race,” said Johnson, who had to
hold steady in a door-to-door battle
with Harvick across the finish line.
“I definitely feel like (the racing) has been pretty exciting and
good from my standpoint,” said
Kahne, who passed Stewart and
then had his own side-by-side race
to the finish.
There was more drama off the
track, as well.
Waltrip, a two-time Daytona
500 winner, had planned to make

his final start at Daytona in Sunday’s race. Only he wrecked out of
the first race, and was at the mercy
of the finishing order of the second
race to claim a spot in the field.
He needed either Bobby Labonte or Scott Speed to grab one of the
“transfer” spots into the race, and
Waltrip settled into a television
studio to watch the second race on
a slew of monitors.
Waltrip was riveted as he
cheered on as Speed used a late-race
pass that helped him make the 500.
“I know I had an interest in
what was happening for myself ...
but I’ve never seen anything more
exciting in my whole life than that

(race),” Waltrip said. “The race for
the win, those guys mixing it up,
that’s hard. If you don’t like that,
then you need to become a fan of
a different sport because that right
there is as good as it gets.”
That’s exactly what NASCAR
needs heading into its version of
the Super Bowl.
The sport has been battered over
the past few years by critics who argue the racing has grown stale and
the drivers are too boring. A series
of offseason changes to various
rules, and an edict to the drivers to
loosen up and show more personality, has created hope for some
much-needed energy in NASCAR.
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Across
1 Big theme park star
6 Fancy dance
10 Cookie fruit
14 Fabulous storyteller
15 Reed instrument
16 Katz of “Hocus Pocus”
17 Mill input
18 Two-time 1980s skating
gold medalist
19 German wheels
20 Theft with a clean getaway?
23 Bruise treatment
24 Corpulence
25 Filling the shelves with
no leftover merchandise or
space?
30 Manx, for one
31 Insult
32 Attractive locale
36 Short range
38 Play for time
41 [It’s gone!]
42 No-frills

44 Word repeated in a
famous FDR quote
46 St. whose northernmost
division is Boundary County
47 Loud signal when the
fries are done?
51 Without means of support?
54 Mil. rank
55 Yoko?
60 Take too much of, briefly
61 Fictional plantation
62 They have their pride
64 Ascend
65 __ Valley: Reagan Library
site
66 1940s-’50s NFLer __
“Crazylegs” Hirsch
67 Turndowns
68 Carrier since 1948
69 Heads to sea
Down
1 Droop
2 Bierce defines it “His”

Thursday’s answers

3 “__ stands now ...”
4 Inlaid work
5 Market advances
6 Get a spare, perhaps
7 Irish Rose’s guy
8 Plenty
9 Doesn’t bother with
10 Suspense movie sound
11 Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame architect
12 Epithet for many leaders,
with “the”
13 Frivolous
21 Diamond et al.
22 Mine stratum
25 Line crosser of a sort
26 “Later”
27 Plains natives
28 Enthusiast
29 Plant connection
33 Prepare to strike, snakestyle
34 It can’t be understood
until it’s broken
35 Whence the wise men?

37 Some crop dusters
39 Sign before Virgo
40 End
43 Either of two film-making
brothers
45 Grandly entertains
48 Fly over Africa?
49 Go after with vigor
50 Hun king
51 He was inducted into the

Horoscopes

By Nancy Black and Stephanie Clements
Today’s birthday — This year finds power in
poetry and dreams. Jot down your nighttime
journeys and use them for inspiration. Find
hidden metaphors and double entendres. But
as long as you’re interpreting the meaning,
invent significance that empowers.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is a 7 —
Rally your best friends behind you early today.
You need support as you reveal your plans.Face
opposition squarely and with full disclosure.

Level: 1

2

3 4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 box (in bold boarders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is a 7 —
Build on past experience and effort now. You
see ways to get more mileage from the energy
you expend. It’s all about working smarter.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today is a 7 —
Bring all your talents to the table as you forge
ahead with a new task. But don’t push so hard
that you exhaust your body and mind.

Thursday’s answers

Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today is
a 7 — Fresh figures land on your desk for
consideration. Verify that they mesh the data
you already have. Check a team member’s
work carefully.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 6 —
Revive an idea that you put on the back burner
long ago. Now is the time to look it over, test
its validity and restore it to active duty. Talk it
up now.

International Tennis Hall of
Fame the same year as Billie
Jean
52 Music player
53 Strike __: model
56 Funny Bombeck
57 Leave in a hurry, slangily
58 Actress Petty
59 Hydroxyl compound
63 Method: Abbr.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an 8 —
Use quiet time early in the day to formulate
a plan. Written communication stimulates
movement and documents your input. Keep
the goal in sight.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is a 6 —
There is tremendous power electrifying the
home environment. Someone has an idea that
cannot wait to be put into motion. Use tools
with caution.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a 7 —
Everything points toward a vacation. Even if you
travel for work, it provides the break you need
from the routine. Surprisingly, you’re also very
productive.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is an
8 — Logic takes over. You’ve been held captive
by the desires of others. Now it’s time to make
your wishes known. No need to argue. Just ask
for what you want.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —Today is an 8 —
Put the finishing touches on a document, e-mail
or other correspondence.Today you find just the
right words, and they fit the available space.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is an 8 —
It’s not too late to change your tune. Co-workers
may demand an explanation. But you have one
ready, in the form of a new dream that everyone
can embrace.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is a 7 —
A passionate discussion could easily become
an argument if you allow it. You might need a
referee. Plan your strategy ahead of time and
stick to your agenda.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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GIMCA
TIMCAP
SPYNAP

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Print answer here:

“

-

Score

NEW BIBLE Jumble Books Go To: http://www.tyndale.com/jumble/

by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek

”
(Answers tomorrow)

Thursday’s answers

Jumbles: STAID
FRUIT
AUTHOR
CROUCH
Answer: What he considered his wife’s new hat —
“HAT-ROCIOUS”

Sports
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Saluki Insider
ESPN.com recently reported that star outfielder Johnny Damon has received offers from the Detroit Tigers, Atlanta Braves, Tampa
Bay Rays and the Chicago White Sox have recently shown interest too. Where do you think he will eventually sign?

The White Sox might take a chance on Damon. They don’t seem to mind
taking in players on the verge of retirement — Mark Kotsay, Juan Pierre, and
Andruw Jones. The Sox could use his bat, but I’ve seen little leaguers with better arms in the outfield.

RAY MCGILLIS

ray1021jr@siu.edu

Damon probably will end up in Tampa because I’m sure he’s not completely
thinking about money. At this point in his career, he probably wants to get another
ring. He would add a lot of depth to the Rays’ lineup and that is exactly what the
young Rays team is looking for.

RYAN SIMONIN

rsimmy@siu.edu

TIMOTHY HEHN

That’s easy, Detroit. Not only did the Tigers reportedly offer Damon the
most money of all of the teams interested, but Detroit needs to fill in the
starting outfielder spot left vacant since Curtis Granderson’s signing with
the Yankees. The fact that I have been a lifelong Tigers fan, and a huge fan of
Damon’s played no part in this comment.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

SIU hosts Purple Aces
C
 oming off two straight losses by
five points or fewer, the SIU men’s
basketball team is set to welcome
Evansville to the SIU Arena Saturday
The Purple Aces (7-17, 1-13 Missouri Valley Conference) are coming
off their first conference win of the
season, upsetting second place Wichita State Tuesday 65-62.
The Salukis (13-11, 5-9 MVC),
meanwhile, dropped a 77-72 decision Wednesday to Missouri State
that they once led by as many as nine
points in the second half.
Junior guard Justin Bocot said he
has been frustrated with the team’s
struggles as of late.
“We’re going through a stretch
where we don’t know how to put a
full ball game together,” Bocot said.
The Aces have been led in scor-

ing this season by freshman guard
Colt Ryan, averaging 15.3 points per
game.
Also averaging double figure scoring for the Aces is sophomore forward
James Haarsma, averaging 11.4 points,
and sophomore guard Denver Holmes, averaging 10.8 points per game.
Head coach Chris Lowery said
the team needs to learn how to step
up and win close games.
“We’re not making excuses,” Lowery said. “We’re young, but that’s an
old excuse.”
Freeman said the team must learn
how to execute in the closing moments of close games.
“It’s not over until the buzzer
sounds,” Freeman said.
The Salukis will welcome the Aces
to the SIU Arena at 2:05 p.m. Saturday.

thehn@siu.edu

SIU can’t shake offensive struggles against Bluejays
RAY MCGILLIS
Daily Egyptian
The SIU women’s basketball team
extended its road losing streak to 22
games Thursday night in Omaha, Neb.
The Creighton Bluejays (14-7, 9-3
Missouri Valley Conference) defeated
the Salukis (4-18, 3-9 MVC) 63-41,
marking the worst offensive performance of the season for SIU.
Head coach Missy Tiber said despite early foul trouble for three of the
five starters, the Salukis just struggled
to get into an offensive rhythm.
“We were just having trouble putting the ball in the basket; we were
getting open shots,” Tiber said. “They
were containable, but we were just having trouble scoring.”

Tiber said teams have recently been
game planning around the Salukis’ top
two offensive contributors, freshman
guard Teri Oliver and senior guard
Christine Presswood, and nobody else
has stepped up to compensate.
The Bluejays had eight different
players contribute offensively — led
by junior forward Sam Schuett with a
game-high 17 points along with six rebounds and three assists. Junior center
Kelli Nelson added 16 points and five
rebounds.
Oliver’s 15 points and senior guard/
forward Stephany Neptune’s eighth
double-double of the year — 11 points
and 11 boards — topped the stat sheet
for SIU.
Presswood was held in check offensively for the third time in the last

six days. Following four straight games
with 20 or more points, Presswood has
combined for a total of 12 points in the
team’s last three games after scoring
five points against Creighton.
Despite an immediate 7-0 run and
points on their first three possessions,
the Salukis struggled to find their shot
in the first half — shooting 18 percent
from the field.
Starting the game 9-34 from the
field, the Bluejays also had difficulties
getting into an offensive rhythm in the
opening 20 minutes, but would put
together a 20-6 run in response to the
Salukis’ initial burst.
SIU managed only two field goals
in the opening half ’s final 14 minutes,
and did not sink a single bucket in the
final nine minutes leading up to the

intermission.
The Bluejays came out in the second
half far more efficient, closing out the
game shooting 50 percent. The Salukis
could not right the ship and finished
8-33 from the field in the second half.
For a team that relies heavily on
transition points and support from beyond the arc, the Salukis found no success in either category. On the game,
SIU shot 3-15 from 3-point territory
and tallied zero fast-break points.
Oliver said Creighton was face
guarding both her and Presswood all
game.
“We were just trying to do what we
could to get our shots, but they weren’t
falling … it was an off night all together
for us,” Oliver said.
The Bluejays had the slight edge

over the Salukis rebounding, 48-40,
and only found six more points in the
paint than SIU, 22-16.
Neptune said the team started
the game with good intensity, but
struggled to maintain that same level
throughout.
“We were up by nine at the beginning of the game, and then I don’t
know what happened,” Neptune said.
“They got a few ticky-tack fouls and
they got some offensive rebounds …
and after their run we just couldn’t
score like we were to start out.”
SIU will remain on the road at
2:05 p.m. Saturday as the team takes
on Drake University in Des Moines,
Iowa. The Salukis had their best game
offensively against Drake on Jan. 14th
en route to an 80-60 victory at home.
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SWIMMING & DIVING

Groome shatters MVC 500 free record
Freshman makes
waves in day one
STILE T. SMITH
Daily Egyptian

SIU freshman Kirsten Groome
set a new school, pool and Missouri
Valley Conference record with a 200
free time of 4:44.48 in day one of the
MVC Championships.
Groome’s time places her inside
the top 20 in the country.
After one day and five events of
competition, the Salukis sit in second
place with 168 points, trailing only
Missouri State, who finished the day
with 251 points.
Senior Therese Mattsson finished
in second place in the 50 free with a
time of 23.77. Senior Tovah Gasparovich was right behind in third at
23.96.
The Salukis finished in second
place in the 200 freestyle relay, as
the team of Gasparovich, Mattsson,
Marcela Teixeira and Susan Minkel
clocked in at 1:35.70.
The Salukis will continue the
MVC Championships at 11 a.m. today at the Edward J. Shea Natatorium.

JESS VERMEULEN | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Freshman Kirsten Groome swims butterfly in the women’s 400-yard medley relay during the first day of finals of the women’s Missouri
Valley Conference championships Thursday at the Edward J. Shea Natatorium. Groome also competed in the 500-yard freestyle and won
with a time of 4:44:48, breaking the school and Missouri Valley Conference record.

SOFTBALL

SIU prepares to open season with confidence
STILE T. SMITH
Daily Egyptian

The SIU softball team will have
the opportunity to get away from
the snow of southern Illinois when
it travels to Miami for the Combat
Classic.
It won’t be about the sun and
sand, though, as the Salukis will
take on North Florida, the University of Illinois-Chicago, No. 20 University of Massachusetts, Florida

International University and Providence College.
Head coach Kerri Blaylock said
she thinks her team is prepared to
start the season.
“We’ve practiced really hard;
we’ve done all the disciplines well,”
Blaylock said. “I want to see us
come out and swing the bats aggressively. I want us to pitch well,
because we’ve looked good.”
Blaylock said all three pitchers, juniors Danielle Glosson and

Alex Peters and freshman Brittney
Lang, will see the mound in the five
games, but she’s not sure what the
rotation will be.
The marquee matchup of the
Combat Classic will likely come
when the Salukis, who were picked
to finish second in the Missouri
Valley Conference and picked up
votes in the USA Today/NFCA Top
25 Preseason polls, take on No. 20
UMass.
Blaylock said she doesn’t think

the players think as much about the
opponents as they think about what
they’re doing.
“I honestly think if you asked
our kids, they wouldn’t even know
they’re ranked,” Blaylock said.
“They kind of just go out and play.
I think the coaching staff probably
knows more. I just think we’re gonna go out and go after them.”
Blaylock said in the coming
weeks the team would play No. 4
Michigan and No. 23 Florida State,

so the team has to be ready to face
talented opponents.
Sophomore shortstop Haley
Gorman said if the team plays like
it has in practice, it will have no
struggles in Miami.
“We look good and seem ready, so
I’m hoping that’s how we come out and
play,” Gorman said. “We just need to
come out ready and with confidence.”
Please see SOFTBALL | 8

TRACK & FIELD

Salukis ready to face all challengers at GrandValley State

TIMOTHY HEHN
Daily Egyptian

The SIU track and field team will
head to Grand Valley State University
today, with the women’s team looking
to defend its No. 14 ranking.
The Salukis are coming off a huge
meet last week that included 15 firstplace finishes and will compete against
a slew of other teams in Allendale,
Mich., this weekend.
Following last week’s performance
in the McDonald’s Invitational in

Carbondale, the women’s team is now
the No. 14 ranked team in the nation
according to the Top 25 poll released
Tuesday by the U.S. Track and Field
Cross Country Association.
Sophomore thrower Jeneva McCall
has been a big part of that ranking, accounting for 35.96 of the 62.68 points
the women’s team received in the poll.
“The higher we get ranked, the
more excited the other girls get and
want to contribute as well,” head coach
Connie Price-Smith said. “They just
need to relax and let it happen, not nec-

essarily push so much because we are
in a great position and their potential
level is high right now.”
The rest of the throwers could have
a big meet as well, as they will be competing on a cement circle for the weight
throw event. The harder surface is more
conducive to speed and traction, leading to faster windups before the throw
and adding to the overall distance.
Sophomore J.C. Lambert said he
hopes to hit better marks in the weight
throw for the men, and junior Gwen
Berry is “about ready to explode” in the

shot put and weight throw this weekend, according to throws coach John
Smith.
The pole vaulters could also be
poised for success due to the GVSU
track. They will be competing on two
raised runways over turf, which is considered a little more bouncy and has a
little more spring, adding more speed
to the vaulter’s pre-jump run, according to pole vault coach Dan Digman.
The Saluki jumpers are coming off
a big meet as well. The women won
first place in all three jumping events,

with sophomore Malaikah Love taking first in the long and triple jumps,
and freshman Kasey Oceguera taking
first in the high jump. The men, led
by sophomore Maxim Bakana’s first
place finish in the triple jump, also performed favorably last weekend.
The Saluki runners could have
their hands full this weekend, as they
will go head-to-head with Big 10
teams Purdue and Michigan State.

Please see TRACK | 8

